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Namaskara.  

 

Happy summer. As we remember Veterans and celebrate Memorial Day, many of you have sent 

in your registration form for the upcoming July get together. Those who have not registered, 

please do so before June 20 to take advantage of the early bird special. The NASA BOD is busy 

putting together a variety of programs for the annual get together. This year’s theme is “Sankethi 

Language, Culture and Heritage”. To this end we have planned Children’s Saraswathi pooja, 

Sankethi language classes, Sankethi Jeopardy, cooking classes, philosophy discussions and 

more. Please see the body of the Chiguru for details.  

 

NASA also honored Padma Bushana Dr. RK Srikantan on May 8th at Glastonbury CT. Many 

NASA members enjoyed his music. NASA would like to thank those who sponsored this music 
program and made it possible. 

 

Smt. Seethalakshmi and Dr. K. Manjunathiah of Bangalore have donated a 50ft by 80ft site to 

KSS for the purpose of building a Samudhaya Bhavana (Community Hall). The vision of the 

community hall includes facilities to help promote Sankethi Language, Culture, Heritage and 

much more. I believe this aligns strongly with NASA’s aims and objectives. Please read the 

Chiguru for details of the community hall project. During the GBM on July 3rd, the BOD is 

planning to have the KSS president and secretary connect via Skype and address GBM to answer 

questions from NASA members. I would like to propose that each family contributes at least 

$100/- towards Community Hall in Bangalore. As the saying goes “Hani Koodidare Halla” 

(small drops can fill a lake). If all NASA members contribute at least $100/- (or more) we can 
make a substantial contribution to the Community hall and help establish a center that can 

support Sankethi Language, Culture and Heritage. Please donate generously to this cause.  

 

Looking forward to seeing many of you at New Windsor 

 

 

With best wishes 

Yours truly, 

 

NASA President Keshava Kumar & BOD
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1. Official Notice: The 2011 GBM will be held on Sunday, July 3, 2011 

Dear NASA members, 

 

The official General Body Meeting of the North American Sankethi Association will be held on Sunday July 3, 2011 at 9:30 

am during our annual get-together at the New Windsor Conference Center, New Windsor, MD. The order of business will be: 

1. Roll call 

 2. Reading of the minutes of the preceding meeting 
 3. Reports of committees 

  a) By-Law Committee Report 

 4. Reports of officers 

  a) President’s Report 

  b) Secretary’s Report 

  c) Treasurer’s Report 

 5. Old and unfinished business 

  a) Voting on the By-Law Committee’s proposals (See below) 

 6. New business 

 7. Good and Welfare 

 8. Adjournments 

Please note that per NASA bylaws only members in good standing as of the Record Date (June 20, 2011) may vote in any 
formal motion or election of office bearers. We would encourage nonmembers desirous of joining NASA to consider life 

membership instead of annual membership. Annual Members should also renew their memberships. Membership forms may 

be printed from our website www.Sankethi.org . Also note that this year we will be voting on changes to the NASA By-Laws. 

Details and a proxy ballot appear later in this Chiguru. The minutes of the 2010 GBM were published in the Chiguru Vol. 27, 

No. 3 (Sept. 2010) and are available online. 

 

Recorded By: Ganesh Rao, NASA Secretary 

2. Program for the 2011 Annual Get-Together 

The NASA BOD is pleased to announce the 2011 Annual Get-Together and General Body Meeting July 1-4 at the New 

Windsor Conference Center, New Windsor, MD. We have many exciting activities planned. If you would like to volunteer or 

if you have any ideas, please contact the BOD. The registration form is provided in this newsletter.  
 

Friday July 1 

 Check-in begins at 4pm 

 Saamuhika Sandhyavandana 

 Minute to win it game 

 Magic show for kids 

 Ice cream social 

Saturday July 2 

 Nature Walk, Yoga 

 Saraswathi Pooja,  

 Lalitha Sahasranama, Vishnu Sahasranama 

 Sankethi Language Learning and Sankethi 

Jeopardy 

 Kannada Skit by C.S. Srinivasan 

 Vishva Sankethi Samellana report 

 Kagga Magic (Mankuthimmana Kagga) 

 28 & Rummy, Open Gym, Sports 

 Cooking Class 

 Saamuhika Sandhyavandana 

 Navarasa Program 

 Fireworks 

 Ice cream and Fruits 

Sunday July 3 

 Nature Walk, Yoga 

 GBM (starts at 9:30AM) 

 Philosophy Discussion (youths and Adults) 

 Sankethi Language learning continued and 

Sankethi Jeopardy 

 Adults Sports 

 Saamuhika Sandhyavandana 

 Dinner 

 Music Concert 

 Ice cream and Fruits 

Monday July 4 

 Nature Walk, Yoga 

 Professional Networking 

 Lunch/Goodbye 
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Children helping Children 
HELP Foundation (An organization which helps fulfill the dreams of under-privileged children For more 

information, please visit: www.helpfoundation.org) in collaboration with ECHO DANCE COMPANY  
PRESENTS a Bharatanatyam Performance 

 

DīKSHA 
"stories from the scriptures that depict the transfer of knowledge from teacher to student" 

 

by 

Shruti and Maalya Ramachandra 
(Disciples of Mrs Indhra Rajashekar, accompanied by students of Sri. Vittal Ramamurthy) 

 
When:  July 9th 2011 @ 3pm 
Where:  Irvington High School 

40 North Broadway 
Irvington, NY 10533. 

Call: (914) 693-3268 for more information.  

Sponsors are being sought to help defray the costs of this benefit performance. Please call for information 

3. Bharathanatyam Performance to benefit HELP 

Foundation July 9 in Irvington, NY 

Shruti and Maalya Ramachandra, who performed at NASA’s Silver Jubilee in 2009, 

are performing again to benefit the HELP Foundation on July 9, 2011 in Irvington, 

NY. Attend to support this worthy cause and the young performers! 

 

 

4. Sankethi Samudaya Bhavana in Bengaluru 

Dear Friends, 

 
KSS has undertaken an project to build Samudhya Bhavana  (Community Hall) in Kengari Satellite Town, Bangalore.  

Construction site for this project has been donated by Smt. Seethalakshmi and Dr. K Mannjunathaiah.  

Objective of this Samudhaya Bhavana are: 

1. Hall with seating capacity of 150 to 200 members 

2. Stage for performance 

3. Kitchen 

4. Restrooms and changing rooms 

5. Students hostel (with at least six furnished rooms), office room, Dining hall for students, and other required 

amenities 

6. Sankethi language classes will be held to teach sankethi speaking classes  

7. Room to be built (phase 2) to preserve sankethi artifacts & Shankethi history. Sort of Sankethi hall of fame. The 

timeline for this phase has not yet been set. 

8. Facility to be built to help overseas sankethi’s stay for few days while traveling through Bangalore.  Trips to various 

places in India to be arranged starting from the Samudhayabhavana. 

9. Week end classes to be held to teach veda’s , Sandhavandana, Bharathavachana etc. to those that are interested. 

(Weekend retreat and learn) 

10. Summer camps to learn various sankethi traits 

Why Should NASA members support this project? 

http://www.helpfoundation.org/


 

Vol 28 No. 2, June 2011 Registered Address: 34 Longwood Drive, Clifton Park, NY 12065 5 

 This hall will provide a common forum for Sankethi’s to meet in Banagalore (where concentration of sankethi’s is 

highest) 

 Objective of the project includes items that help overseas sankethi’s (item 8) 

 Help preserve sankethi heritage (objective 7) 

 Provide forum to learn sankethi language 

 You can plan summer camp at this samudhaya Bhavana (objective 10) 

 If you are planning on a religious or other site seeing trips in India, use this Samudhayabhavana as your base 

(objective 8) 

 Use of the hall for any functions/gathering while you visit India 

 NASA is proposing that each family donate at least $100/- towards this Samudhaya Bhavana. We 

have about 300 people listed in our database (includes members and non-members) . Our goal is 

raise at least $25,000 towards this project. Hope you support this project with generosity. Please 

make checks payable to NASA and in the notes mention Samudhaya Bhavana.  
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5. Dr. M.S.Nataraja’s book “The Void and The Womb” Published  

Dr. M.S. Nataraja has translated a Kannada novel (“Bayalu-Basiru by Dr. Vasanth Ananth Diwanji) 

into English.  This book was released on April 30, 2011 in California during a Kannada literary 

convention.  The central theme of the novel is “self realization.”  The main character of the novel is 

an American who goes to India during the sixties seeking enlightenment.  He faces several challenges 

and gets utterly confused but eventually finds a Guru who leads him towards spiritual life.  Once he 

attains a certain spiritual status, he assumes the name Swami Aniketananda and becomes the head of 

an Ashram.  His main disciple, Vinayananda uses his talent to expand the Ashram into an 

international institution of considerable fame.  He attributes miraculous powers to his Guru and 

presents him as an incarnation of Buddha.  How does Aniketananda really feel?  Does he attain 
enlightenment?  You should read the novel to find the answers!  The narration style is unique; the entire story is told in the 

form of a series of dream sequences and introspections and mental dialogues. The book has been hailed as an excellent 

translation by critics and writers such as Prof. Amur, Dr. H.S. Raghavendra Rao and Dr. Sumateendra Nadig, who are 

themselves, well-known translators. Want a copy of the book?  Please send me an e-mail at mysreena@aol.com. The 

proceeds of the book (after expenses) will be given to the original author who is bedridden and unable to realize that his book 

has been translated and published in English. 
  
You may also order (soft-bound --$12, hard-bound --$22 and electronic version --$10) directly from, iUniverse, Inc., 1663, 

Liberty Drive, Bloomington, IN 47403, (by mail); www.iuniverse.com (by e-mail); 1-800-288-4677, by phone. In addition, 

you may order via Amazon, Books-a-million and Barnes and Noble.  If you order by any of the above means, please do let me 

know by sending me an e-mail. This is my first attempt at translating a novel into English. You may also use this book as a 
gift to be given to non-Kannadigas and non-Indian friends who might be interested in knowing something about India, Indian 

spirituality and Indian literature (kannada, particularly).  If you read the book and would like to give me some feedback, I 

would be delighted.   – Dr. Nataraja 

 

6. Concert by Padma Bhushan Sri. R.K. Srikantan  

NASA and the RAGA club of CT proudly hosted Padma Bushana Sangeetha Kalanidhi Dr. R.K. Srikantan and his son Prof. 

Vidvan Rudrapatna S. Ramakanth in concert. They were accompanied by Akshay Ananth on Mrudanga and Sushas Rao on 

Violin. NASA thanks Dr. B.R. Manjunath, Keshava Rao & Shanthi Keshava Rao, Shankar Magge & Uma Magge, Dr. 

Janardhan Iyengar & Vijaya Iyengar, Dr. Keshava Kumar and Prema Kumar, Nagaraj Ananthasesha & Sandhya Nagaraj for 

sponsoring this concert.  

 

The concert was well attended by NASA members as well as members of the community and everyone enjoyed the 

wonderful performance.  

  

mailto:mysreena@aol.com
http://www.iuniverse.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Void-Womb-Mans-Quest-Self-Realization/dp/1462008305/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1306989673&sr=8-4
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/void-and-the-womb
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NASA 2011 Conference Registration Form  

Friday, July 1 – Monday, July 4  
 
Family Name:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Home Address: (Please make any necessary corrections in the address label below)  

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address:  ___________________________________  

 

Telephone:  _______________________________________  
 

Number of Participants:  

Adults (Ages 21+)  _______________  Young Adults (Ages 13-21)  ____________  

Children (Ages 5-12)  _____________  Young Children (Age <5)  _____________  

Signature*: _____________________________________________________________________ 

* By registering for this event, you agree that NASA will not be held liable for injuries or damages, if any, received in 

connection with the July Annual Function.  
 

 

Registration Fees* Early Bird  

(Postmarked by 

June 20, 2011)  

Standard  
(After June 20, 

2011 or onsite)  

Full registration 

(over age 12)  

$170  $210  

Partial registration 

(arriving Sat. or 

without rooms 

$150 $190 

Temporary visitors 

and students from 

India  

$75  $105  

Child care / activity 

fee** (ages 3-12)  

$25  $25  

*: Registration fees include all meals and lodging.  

**: Please include children’s names in the space provided 

on the back of this registration form 

 

Payment: Please make checks payable in US dollars to 

NASA Inc. per the following schedule and mail along 

with these completed forms to  

 

NASA, Inc.  
161 Natsisky Farm Road  

South Windsor CT, 06074  

 

Sponsorship Form 
We request your generous support for the NASA 2011 event. If you would like to sponsor any of the activities 

occurring at the NASA conference, please complete this form, make checks payable to NASA, Inc., and mail both 

to the above address. Please call at (860) 648-9798 (Email: kbkumar@cox.net) with any questions. 
 

Amount of Donation*: ___________________________________________________ 
*Your kind donation/sponsorship may be used to cover the costs of the following items/services. If you would like your 

donation to be used for a particular purpose listed here, please check the box next to the relevant items/services below. 

(Please note that it is not required to cover the full cost of any of the items, partial sponsorship is welcome). 

 

o Snacks/Coffee/Tea/Cold Drinks/Fruits ($500)  

o Late Night Snacks ($250)  

o Dinner Friday ($500)  

o Breakfast Saturday, Sunday and Monday ($500 each day)  

o Lunch Saturday and Sunday ($1000 each day)  

o Dinner Saturday or Sunday ($1250 each day)  

o Cultural Events/Activities (For complete or partial concert sponsorship please call Keshava Kumar)  

o Children’s Materials / Equipment (i.e., balloons, art supplies, games, sports equipment) ($300)  

o Other (please specify):_________________________________________________________  
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High School Graduation (HGA) and College Graduation Award (CGA) Candidates:  

Name: __________________________ Indicate HGA or CGA: _______  

Person who will speak about the Candidate: __________________________  

Name: __________________________ Indicate HGA or CGA: _______  

Person who will speak about the Candidate: __________________________  

 

For questions please contact:  Ranjini Srikantiah: (201) 835-5081 Email: ranjini@alum.mit.edu 

 

Please indicate your interest in participating in the following activities:  
 

_____Childrens’ Pooja 

Please indicate name and age of participants  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ Rummy Tournament  

Please indicate number of participants: ________ 

 
_____ 28 Tournament  

Please indicate number of participants: ________ 

 
_____Children’s Talent Showcase  

Please indicate name of participants, age, and talent(s) to be shared/performed  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____Cultural Programs, Special Presentations, etc.  
Please indicate name of participants and provide a brief description of the program, presentation, etc.  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____Cooking Class  

Please indicate names of participants 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

For questions regarding participation in any of these events, please contact our Event Coordinators:  
Keshava Kumar   kbkumar@cox.net  (860) 648-9798 

Abhiram Vijayasarathy  abhiramrv@gmail.com 

Ganesh Rao   ganesh_rao@yahoo.com (617) 903-0726 

  

mailto:kbkumar@cox.ne
mailto:abhiramrv@gmail.com
mailto:ganesh_rao@yahoo.com
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7. Official News 

 Please update your addresses!: If your address, phone number or email address has changed, please send us the 

updated information. Also, if you would rather receive the newsletter via email (in full color!) please opt for e-delivery. 

Send your requests and updates to Ganesh <ganesh_rao@yahoo.com>. 

 Chiguru Articles: If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it to the BOD for consideration. 

8. Community News 

 Congratulations to our own BOD member Abhiram Vijayasarathy on his engagement to Ritu  Kulkarni, daughter of 

Shubha & Balachandra Kulkarni. 

 Sheela Nagaraj (d/o Shamala and G. Nagaraj and our Assistand Secretary) and Pramod Dhikshith (s/o RS Vijayalakshmi 

& Ganakalabhushana Vid. RK Padmanabha) were married in Bengaluru in April. Congratulations to the newlyweds! 

 Congratulations to Dinesh Rao, son of the late Dr. C.V. Subbarao and Swarna Rao on his engagement to Soudamini M. 
Lakshminarasimha, daughter of L. Lakshminarasimha and Dr. H.N. Gayithri of Bengaluru! 

 

9. Directions to New Windsor Conference Center 

 

 
 

P.O. Box 188 · 500 Main Street · New Windsor, Maryland 21776 Toll Free 800-766-1553 · Local 410-635-8700 · Fax 410-
635-8719 nwcc_gb@brethren.org · www.brethren.org/genbd/nwcc/ 

 

Emergency contacts: Keshava Kumar Home: (860) 648-9798, Cell (860) 305-6926 
 

  

From Baltimore: Take 695W to 795NW to 140W thru 

Finksburg to Westminster to Rt. 31 (flashing light). Make 
a left onto Rt. 31. Go 7 miles to New Windsor. Sign is on 

the right. 

 
From Washington, D.C. and Points South: Take 495 to 

270N & exit Father Hurley Blvd (Rt. 27). Follow 27N 

thru Damascus (27 curves left here) & Mt. Airy to 

Taylorsville (Rte 26). Cross over 26, go 2 miles & make 
left onto Rt. 407. Make right at Rt. 31 when 407 ends. 

Bear right on 31 as you enter New Windsor. Center is on 

left about ½ mile. 
From Frederick: Take 70E to Mt. Airy exit, Rte 27N 

and turn left. Continue on 27N to Taylorsville (Rte 26) & 

then follow DC directions above. 
From Pennsylvania: Take Rt. 97 or Rt. 27 into 

Westminster. Take 140W to Rt. 31 and follow the 

Baltimore directions above. 

 

Mailbox too full? 

Want to help save trees? 

Want to see the Chiguru in full color? 

Sign up for electronic delivery today! 

http://www.brethren.org/genbd/nwcc/
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10. Proposals to Amend the By-Laws of NASA 

The NASA By-Law Committee met several times over the past two years and reviewed the existing NASA by-laws as well as 

several changes that had been proposed over the years. The committee prepared a summary of changes to the by-laws and 

presented them to the BOD which then discussed the changes. After deliberations, the Board voted to accept the changes to 

NASA by-laws. These changes are now being brought before the General Body for a vote. Also, former President Jayashree 

Sastry had proposed some amendments which were reviewed by the By-Law committee. Her proposals are also included 

below with By-Law committee recommendations. 
 

The changes are divided into sections and the details of the changes are provided in the following pages. The changes for a 

section are spread across several by-law articles and all details are provided. The first section of changes to the by-laws are 

purely clerical and consist of spelling and grammar corrections, making language gender neutral and other minor changes. 

The remaining changes are material and a description of each is provided in the attached spreadsheet. The voting is done per 

section. The Proxy Ballot presented below can be mailed in by eligible members who will NOT be present at the meeting. 

Please remember to fill out the ballot fully and only select ONE of options A or B. Incomplete ballots cannot be accepted. 

The ballot must be received by the Secretary by June 30
th

 2011. 

 

NASA Proxy Ballot for the 2011 General Body Meeting 
 

I, (print name)______________________________________________, hereby attest that I am a member in good standing of 

the North American Sankethi Association and that: 
 

     The person named below has the authority to vote for me at the General Body Meeting.  

Designated Voter (must be a member): _______________________________________________ 

 

     My votes are to be cast as specified below: 

 

 

Proposal Description BOD Recommends FOR AGAINST 

1 Clerical Changes FOR [    ] [    ] 

2 Definition of Sankethi FOR [    ] [    ] 

3 Membership Clarification FOR [    ] [    ] 

4 Resignation FOR [    ] [    ] 

5 Annual Meeting Requirements FOR [    ] [    ] 

6 NASA Management FOR [    ] [    ] 

7 Officer  FOR [    ] [    ] 

8 Changes to By-Laws FOR [    ] [    ] 

 

Proposal Description By-Law Committee 

Recommends 

FOR AGAINST 

1-1 Membership and Voting AGAINST [    ] [    ] 

2-1 GBM attendance for election AGAINST [    ] [    ] 

2-2 Life Membership for BOD AGAINST [    ] [    ] 

2-3 Life Membership for Presidency FOR [    ] [    ] 

 

 

 

Signature:________________________________________________    Date:_____________________________ 

 

 

Please mail completed proxy ballots (must be received by 6/30/2011) to: 

 

Ganesh Rao 

124 Elder Rd. 

Needham, MA 02494 
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Member Proposal #1 Proposed by Jayashree Sastry, Past President of NASA 
Under the current bylaws, all persons appearing on the Association's membership roll as of the record date set for any 

membership meeting are entitled to vote at the meeting regardless of their membership category or the period for which they 

have been on the membership roll without a break.  This may create situations in which votes cast by a volatile section of the 

membership base may prove to be the deciding factor on issues with a far reaching impact on the Association's operations.  

The objective of the proposed amendment is to limit voting rights to members whose continuing commitment to the 

Association is evidenced either by enrollment as Life Members or by uninterrupted annual membership for a couple of years 
preceding the record date.  

Accordingly, the following bylaw amendment is being submitted for your consideration: 

 

Amendment #1-1: 

The last sentence of paragraph 4, Section 2, Article III of the Association's bylaws currently reading 'All persons 

appearing on such membership roll shall be entitled to vote at the meeting.'  shall be expanded to read as follows: 

 

'All persons appearing on such membership roll shall be entitled to vote at the meeting provided they are life 

members or have maintained annual membership status during each of the preceding two calendar years.'.  

 

The By-Law Committee recommends you vote AGAINST this proposal. The impact of this proposal would create 

another category of membership: a member without voting privileges. The proposal also seeks to prevent an action by annual 
members that would prove detrimental to the organization. There are, however, very few annual members and the By-Law 

Committee feels that the likelihood of such an event is small. 

 

Member Proposal #2  Proposed by Jayashree Sastry, Past President of NASA 
Under the current bylaws in Section 1, Article IV – Management of the Corporation,  there is no reference to the membership 

status nor any explicit requirement that such a person must be present at the Annual General Body Meeting at the time of the 

election for that person to gain office.  There are no other essential qualifiers either. This will open the door for any concerted 

attempt by a section of the membership to corner the directorship positions in NASA elections which is detrimental  to the 

future of NASA. To  ensure the election of capable leadership to run the organization, Section 1, Article IV should be 

expanded to include following additional qualifiers to run for office: 

 

Amendment #2-1: Members seeking election to the BOD or the Presidency must be present at the GBM at the time 

of election  
Amendment #2-2: Members seeking election to the BOD must be active Life Members. 

Amendment #2-3: Members seeking election to the Presidency must be active Life Members. 

 

The By-Law Committee recommends you vote AGAINST #2-1 and #2-2. 

The By-Law Committee recommends you vote FOR #2-3. 

 

The By-Law Committee believes that Amendments #2-1 and #2-2 place too many restrictions on those seeking election to 

serve NASA. Placing such restrictions is not in the interest of the organization as it would prevent many members from 

taking an active role. On the other hand, Amendment #2-3 will ensure that only a member experienced in the operations of 

NASA management will assume the Presidency. 

  

NASA wants to reach you! 

Please update your postal and 

email addresses in time to get in 

the next address book 

 

Samartha InfoSolutions 

Proud Host of NASA 

http://www.samarthainfo.com 

http://www.sankethi.org 

http://www.samarthainfo.com/
http://www.sankethi.org/
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